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Achieving the recognition of Eagle Scout in the Boy
Scouts of America is one of the highest honors bestowed
on a young man as a scom. The effort 1o achieve this
honor requires commitment, dedication, and hard work
from the young men who advance to rhis ranking. Since
1912, approximacely 2 million Boy Scouts have earned
the Eagle Scout rank. Today only & percent of ail Boy
Seours with an average age of 17 years old achieve this
recognition. Southland Academy is privileged ta claim
several of the local Eagle Scouts as their cwn.

Last spring, two Southland students began che final

BGY SCOUTS “100”

steps of their journey to reach this achievement, To earn
the rank, a Boy Scout must progress through five ranks
before becoming eligible for Bagle Scout ranking, The
scout is required to obtain 21 merit badges thar
represent (E\c ateas of emphasis that membership instills
in the Boy Scouts of America. The BSA program builds
characrer, trains thein in the responsibitities of
participating citizenship, and develops petsonal Hiaess.
An Eagle Scout candidate must plan, develop, and give
leadership to a service projece for any 1eligious
organization ar any school or community, They are
required to work with respective groups for approval and
project cooedination, design and/or execure the project,
“as well as 1aise the funding to complete the nanied
project. Andrew Carroll, of Troop 21, chose a project
in his community and McClain Cumming of Troop 26,
chose his school 1o be the recipient of bis project.

Andrew Carroll is the son of Joho and Beth
Carroll of Americus. He is a 10th gradey ar Southland
and been a member of the Boy Scouts since 1999.
Andrew chose Joyce Myers Park and constructing @
foot-bridge as his project. After the tornado in 2007
ravaged the park, Andrew and his tamily
began assisting with the restoration
project. He often played there when he
wiis young and wanted to do what he
could to help revitalize the park where
others could play. In preparation,
Andrew worked closely with Mrs. Trish
Popwed]. The design of the bridge and
plans had te be approved by the City of
Americus and Park Cammission,
Andrew's project took over 120 hours 10
complete. He was recently awarded his
Eagle Scout status in the Boy Scours of
America.

McClain Cummins is the son
of Pasn and Craig Cummings of Americus
and & 9th grader at Southiand, He has
been an active member in bis troop since
2000. McClain chase his school’s sign
a2 his project, The sign was in need of
exrensive repalr or being replaced having

Commends our students and parent scout leaders who participate
in the local scout )mop.s"- of the Boy Scouts of America,
We, thank those in our community and the pareris
wio continne to support these young people

as they develop exenmpluyy
characrer, citizenship, and jitness.

‘request ta Southban

Awericun Jipcu-Hecuednr gA

Southland Students Choose Community
> and School for Eagle Scout Projects

been pnother Eagle Scout project shinozt 25 years ago of
anuthey souchland student. Heattng thar the PT( also
wanted to tackle this endeaver, MoClain asked 1o
speatheagd the effert on bebiall of FTO and ok the

s Baard of Trnseees Jor fisal
approvil. McChiin designed the sign fsalizing the plan
with the expertise af o local sign coppuny aml had both
groups menttoned approve of the Ldea, MeCiain is soon
(o receive his Eagie Scout rankiny:

The prajects chesen and completed by these vowog
men exempliiy the purpase of the BRA and requirerient
of an Eagle Scout Project. The prestigious rank is nol
easily achieved and requires a vovng o o be o leades,
comitted, and diligent 1o complere dhe sk,
"Southland has boeen thye recipient of several Bagie Scow
prejects in the past e cervunly can boast that we ave
worked with our srours 1o pronoie their effore. Ou
bebhalf of our school, we congratolare these vonng men
on what they have accomplizhed i the Loy Sconta of
Amterica,” stated William Stsbibs, headmaster a
Southland,
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A brief history
of Troop 21,
Americus

EDITOR’S NOTE: This
year ~-20)0 — Is a Jand-
yuark for the Boy Scouts
of America organization,
ag it celebrates its 100th
anniversary throughout
the vear.

We congratulate all
the Jocal Scouting orga-
nizations on this
anniversary.

We have chosen to
locus on Troop 2§
because it ig the oldest
Scouting group in
Sumter County, celebrat-
log its 90th birthday.

By J. MICHAEL GREENE

AMERICUS — This vear,
2010, is the 100th amniver-
sary of Bov Scouting in the
Uniled States. Americus
bas a long and proud histo-
ry of scouting beginning
with whal is now Troop 21.

Troop 21 (then Troop 1)
wis charlered on March 2,
1931. The Troop has been
continnously chartered
since that time making {t
the oldest continuously
¢hartered (roop in Ameri-
cus and one of the otdest In
(he counlyy. The charter is
signed by two famous
scouts: James E. West a3
Chief Scout Executive and

Dan Beard as the National

Scout Conimissioner and
the original is on display at
the Troop 21 scout hul. The
American Leglon spon-
sored the troop for the first
two years, atter which the
Kiwanis Club of Americus
look over as sponsor. The
Kiwanis Club has been the
spunsor ever since,

However, there is more
to the founding of Troap 21,
In June 1914, the Rev. J. A,
Thomus, pastor of First
Methodist Chwrely, led a
group of Americus boys in
what was a scout-like orga-
nization known as a Camp.
It is not Known if this group
was registered with the Boy
Seouts of America and it
was only active for aboul &
vear. The first known appil-
catton for a charler of an
Ameriens Troop with the
Roy Scotits of America was
stihmilted to the National
Council on December 23,
1918. George O.
Marshall, the County agent,
was the chartering Scout-
master. The charter for the
Americus Troop arrived on
Feb. 10, 1919, which was
during the worldwide fiu
pandemic and the first
troop meeting was delayed
for severat weeks due to the
hian on public meetings in
place in most cities in
America.

So, how old is Troop 21?7
It depends on whether you
require the troop to have
been continuously char-
tered. 'Troop 21 has been
continuously chartered
since 1931, However, at
feast through the 19408,
Troop 21 counted its age
based on the founding of
the Camp by Reverend

All Boy Scout
groups in Sumter
Gounty

These are all the Cub and
Boy Scout groups m Sumiter
County.

« Pack 2! - - Chartered by
Americus Kiwanis Cluly,
George Torbert, Cubmaster

» Pack 28— Chartered by
st Baptist Church; John
Wilson, Cubmaster

« Pack 27— Chartered by
Americus Civitan; Terri
Crawford, Cubmaster

* Pack 226 — Chartered by
Mount Olive Baptist Church;
Jimmy Josey, Cubmaster

« Pack 411 —Chartered by
Friendship Missionary
Church; Brian Terry, Culy
masler

*Troop 21 ~ Chartered by
Anericns Kiwanis Club;
Tommy McCurley, Scout-
master

» Troap 26 — First Baplist
Churchi; Mike Ellis, Scott-
master

»Troop 27— Amerlcus
Civitan, Mark Crawford,
Seoutmaster

= Tyoop 260 — Good News
Ministy; Steve Woodson,
Scoumaster

BOYS SCOUTS’ 100TH ANNIVERSARY

Boy Scouts of America mark 100 years

Thomas jn 1924 In 1948, at
the 34th anniversary cele-
bration of T'roop 21, Henry
Lumpkin and I'rank Kaster-
tin of the 1934 Camp attena-,
ed as special guesis and
were referred (o as “charier
members of the troop.”
Thus, Troop 21 began
1914, and died oul a year or
so later. It was then reborn
in 1919, and stayed active
until aboul 1524 It was then
rechariered in 1931, and has
been continuously charted
since that time with only
the number changing in

. 1940. Therefore, the answer

to the question js: in 2010,
Troop 21 celebrates Its 79th
anuniversary ef continuaus
chartering and its 96th
anniversary since found-
ing.
- Ty 1939, the formation of
Chchaw Council pulled
together a number of coun-
ties (or districisy each with
its own Troop t. In August
1439, the troops th the
Sumter County District all
changed their numbers o
nutnbers in the 20s. Thus,
Troop 1 becaime Troop 21.
During (be 79 years of
continuous chartering,
Troop 21 has had the Eagle
Rank awarded to 193 of its
scouds. Troop 21 now ranks
ninlh out of all {reops ever
formea in the 100-year his-
tory of scotiting in the num-
per of Eagle Scouts. Troop
21 Eagle Scouls include
national Distinguished
Eagle Scout Award Recipi-
enl state Senator George
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On Jaae 20, 1920, Amencus Troop XE Traap 001

Submiltized Phate

— Amencus, Georgia' 1 left for a trip of two weeks deration to attend an unofficial

general Boy Scout encamipment at Lake Junalaska, N G The tnp was lead by the Rev. Silas Johnson. XE ‘Johnsnn, Sitas’ George
Walker wenl on the trip 1o assist Reverand Johnson. The irip was made by truck rathier than train so that side trips could be made for
sight seeing The 14 scouls who went were: John Shefhield, Carl Humber, George Ellis, Sam Lolt. Beajanyin Mehath, Wafter Staple-
ton Sr.. G. W. Harris, Charles Glover, Edwin Gammage, Robert Buchanan, Walter Reeves, James Firlow and Minor Walker. The entire
group relumed safe atter a great trip on July 3. Since the photo contains more that 16 people, it must have scouts from other
groups. Seated baretool to {he extrerne left is Walter Stapleton Sr., and in the center foraground is Charles Glover, Daniel Beard, one
of the founders of Scouling, is on Ihe back row wearing the scout campaign ial. The phota is the propesly of Waller Stapleton, Jr.
and is used here with his permission. Photo caption is taken in part from the Americus Times-Recorder, Dec. 19, 960!

Submitied Phote

The first "Indian Ceremony” Court of Honor held by Troop 21 on July 21, 1952, at Camp Chehaw
which is north of Amencus. From left are John Argo, Doyle Bond and Harold Summertord.

Hooks and the new head
coach of the NFL Bultalo
Hills, Chan Gailey.

Much of the suceess of
Troop 21 can be altvibuted
o having two long-term
sconimnsiers, ngither of
whom had children in the
troop. Charlie Hogg was
scoubmaster for 3) years
andt had 69 scouts promoted

o the rank of Eagle Scout.

The current scouimaster,
Tommy MeCurley, has
bevn the scoutmaster since
1940, andl has had &) seouts
promoted (o the rank of

Traop 21 Eagle Ruster

1. rrank Iaster)in Jr. and

Bob Arthur 1939

2. Billy Flam 1942

3. Terrell Horne 1943

4. Bub Gatewood 1943

. Robert Ellis 1943

i, Jim Dudley 1943

.luhmi} Sheffield Jr. 1843

loy Parker 111 1944

9. Joel Mauk 1945

10. Lamar Dixon 1945

11. Jimmy Buchanan 1948

12 Ronald Mann 1548

13, Joe Ansley 1548

i4. Dickey Morgan 1949

15, William Tietjen 1950

16. Junmy Schndt 1950

17, Babiby Hatliday 1950

lzll Harold Swnmeéerford
).

19, Bill Morton 1952

20. Raymond Halt 1962

21, Paul Easterin 1.:5”

22, Gatewood Dudley 1952

23. Bob Culpepper 195

24. Don Card 1952

5. John Argo 1952

25, Doyle Bond Jr, 1952

27, Brown Small 1T 1954

23, Hutton Barron 1954

29, Bob Ivey 1654

30, Richard Greene 19855

31, Qliver, Oxford 1955

32, Henry Teaford 1955

3. Ji'mny Lovd 1956

. Douglas Morris 1958

35, Dan Willis 1957

36, Fred Morton 1967

a7 Harry ﬂe]]mr;,ﬂr 1957

38. Bill Moyd 1958

34, Schley Gatewood Jr.

a0, Lamar Teaford 1959
41 Wright Daws Jr. 1959
-lllgiu{mml.&:mmu man

43, Fddie Puiw 1960
44 Bucky Twarpin 1260

m-amen

Eagle Scout.

More can be learned
aboud Troop 21 at ils web
site: www. hsagatzl.con
and nwore can be learned
abwat scouding in Americus
and Southwest Georgia in
the hoolc The History of
Chehaw Counedl, which is
available firee for viewing
or downloading at:
wiww.chehawcouncilbook ¢
.

J Michael Greene is o
Hife-long Scout and support-
er f Scowting. He is o

Chehaw Council Xi2
"Chehaw Cowncil™ Eagle
Scout from 1974, u Silver
Beaver, a Vigil member of
Immokalee Lodge, and he
has received the Founder’s
Award from the Order of the
Arroto. He has served in
many adult capucitles in
Troop 21, Thronateeska Dis-
wrict. Chehaw Council, and
Immokaltee Lodge. Crrrently
he serves on the Executive
Board and as historian for
Chehaie Council,

The writer, who is also
the co-author of The History
of Chehaw Council and the

45, Parngll Crdom 1960
46, Tim Furlow 1960
47, Walter Rylander Jr, 1960
48. Oscar Bryan 1960
49, Thad Wallis 1980
ik, Randy Jones Jr. 1061
51, Tom Purdue
52, George Hoo
53, Wayne C)
51 James Davis 1962
55, Ben Basterlin TV 1953
. Barl Bell 14
5713l Mchfall Jr, 1953
58, Russell Speer 1963
:39 Harold Horne 1963
60, Jimmy Porud 1964
61, Gary Morris 1964
62 Frank Butler 11 1964
63, Fric Brown 1964
64, Carter Broadinrst 1064
65, Charles Davis 1964
66. Steyve Broadhurst 1964
7. Ricky Waitsman 1864
68. Phil Curtis 1961
69. Mickey Melinnon 1664
70, Lofton Odom 1965
7). Steve Pace 11 1966
72. Herschel Smith 111 1966
73. John Shefficld 1966
. Winston Oxford 1966
75, Bill Perdue 1966
76, Larry Brown 1956
7. .Iohn Knowlton 1966
78. Milton Davenport 1966
9. l"ml T nul 65
1. Paul White 1966
1 (“h'illurmtgun ¥ 1966
2 Charles Warren 1966
13, Jimmy r\uduwn 1966
. Earl McCGall 1966
5, Chan h.u](‘y 1966
Ei Ruy Parrish 111 1968
&7, Johnny Horne 1965
Bi. Mickey Wise 1968
50, Hiram IKnowiton 1968
30, Juhin Gladden 1963
31 Trank Arnold 1968
32 Mile Brabson 1970
33, Seolt Knowlton 1968
4. Clyvde Winter 1968
35, Billy Shattles 1876

96. Mike Shattles 1977

97. d Shattles 1978

98. Richard Greene dr, 1978
. Tammiy Parker 1960
100. Greg Slappey 1960

101, Chuck Reeves 1980
102, Jeif Brouwerlggl

103. David Coben 1982

104, Jay Wanner 1482
105, Russ Carreker 1982
166. Bill Dudiey 1982
107. Chris 'l‘rlp) 14983
108. Neill Kipp 1983
109. Jeft Wall 1984

110. ‘itew'm lhvem 1985
UL Chris W

112, Jeff Pupc 1985

113 Dee Jarrett 1985
14 Chris Averett 1985
115. Bill Srovall 1985

. 116. Ken Greeyie 1985

117. Travis Cliet( 1985

118. Dax Hoxsle 1985
IM Carter Tharpe 1985
120. Chris Hicks 1985
121. Tommy McCurley 1986
122. Grant Rowe 1986
123. Brandon Comer 1986
124. Barry Wiesner 1986
125. Wally Joiner )986
125. Martin Slm*all 1986
127. Tilman 1987
124, Chan § Shupimnl 1987
129, Brian
130. Charles Poale 1947
131. Tom Jones 1988
132. Tal Sheppa
133. Chris W
134. Jim Vauehn 1950
135. Macro Wiesner 1990
136. Kevin Underwood 1930
137. Lee Swinner 1990
138. Burton Oxford 1990
139. Tee Gatewood 1941 *
140. John Edgemon 1991
141. James Edgemon 1992
142. Flynt Purvis 1992
143. Cullen She; (p]"am 19132
144. Rvan Cliet
145, Griff Gatewood 1992
146, Fd Vaughn 1982

Sudmilied Phota

In 1948, the members of Troop 21 built rafis of innertubes and
wood and drifted down the Flint River from Montezuma. Tha
phota is of Scoutmaster Charlie Hogg being pulled behind one of
the rafts. More photas are available on the Troop 21 website.

webmaster of the Tyoop 21
web site, wishes to express
his deepest thanks to the

Americus Times-Récorder

Sfor I's praciously allowing

him to use its articles and
photos in both. The Anteri-
cus Times-Recorder and the
scouts of the Americus area
have relied upon each other
since the beginning of scout-
ing. Priov to the most people

147. Brandon Oxford 1953

148. Jason Jones 1991

149. Thomas Sumiper 1995

150. Justin Arnold 1996

151 Geo: eBaF]e

152. Griff Shor( 1496

153. Trey Myers 1996

154. Chris Barr 1947

ISa Bardin Hooks 1997
156. Brian Parker 1547

157. David Greene Jr. 1997

158. Jonathan Bird 1997

159. T.J. Davis 111 1947

160. Jamic Peace 1998

161. Todd Steiner 1593

162. Anton DeStefano 1998

163. James Barnett 1999

164. Jason Barnett 1994

165. Jimbo Varnum 1999

"166. Robert Kelley Jr, 1999

167. Craig Keley 1939

168. Johwy Mitchum 1999
169. Michael Myers 2000
170. Ben Andrews 111 2000
171. Taylor Austin 2001 -
172. Charles Barr 20012

173. Bart Pond 2002

174. Steven Shellhouse 2002
175. Andrew Austin 2002
176. Andrew Heffernan 2008
177. Wesley Meadows 2003
178. Nathan Greene 2003
179. Dustin Wolcott 2003
180. Derek Wolcott 2003
181, Jimmy Whaley 2003
182, Garrett Faiycloth 2004
183. Emory Greene 2004
184, Michael Whitten 2005
185. Justin Paramore 2005
186. Beau Carroll 2005

187. Thomas Ledbetier 2006
188. Ryan Lacy 2006

189. Wil Meadows ,1*0?

190, Jake Piltman 2008

191. Skipped due Iu Boh

Arllnu added
as I(b) in zt%

192. Doug Roseth 2009
193. Andrew Carroll 2000

having home phones, which
was after World War IT. the
Americus Times-Recorder
would respond instanitly o
insert changes in scout meef-
ing or camping schedules so
that scouts and their parents
woutld get the news the next
day. This was in addition to
the wonderful coverage the
paper has and continues to
give scouling in Americus.

Troop 21

Scoutmasters

(number of Ragles in
parentheses)

James Anthony Dundon

1931-1931

J. Stanley Burton

1932-1934

W, E. Gear )

19341935

Abe J. Davis

19351936 .

QOlin L. Evans (1)

1936-1937

. L. Butler

1537-1938

Charles Hogg (69)

1938-1945

John Pope 12)

1945-1945

Charles Hogg

1945-1967

Marion James

1968-1969

Earl Williams

1970-1971

Clyde Winter

19711973

Norman Rymes

1973-1974

Bill Wages

1974-1978

Richard Greene

1978-1982

Wade Barr

1082-1987

Bill Krenson -

1987-1990

‘Tommy McCurley (60)

1990-Current
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